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Tina Rasmussen is from Green Lake, SK., and a proud member of the Flying Dust First Nation in 

Treaty six territory. Tina has always focused her energy on her traditional homeland, environ-

mental stewardship and economic development as a necessity to moving indigenous communi-

ties and individuals forward. 

Tina is the Chief Business Officer for MLTC Industrial Investments, the Economic Development 

arm of the Meadow Lake Tribal Council. She has a diverse background of experience. She holds 

a BA Advanced from the U of S, a Certificate in Local Government Authority from the U of R and 

is certified as a Professional Economic Developer for Saskatchewan and a certified Technical 

Aboriginal Economic Developer (TAED) with Cando. In her capacity as CBO, Tina focuses on cre-

ating new partnerships and business opportunities for the MLTC membership in a variety of are-

as including, forestry, oil and gas, renewables, hospitality, agriculture and broadband to ensure 

diversification and a strong MLTC presence.  

Carl Neggers  is the CEO of Forest Saskatchewan, with over 35 years of strategic policy and ex-

ecutive management experience. He has worked with the federal government, serving as Di-

rector General, Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA). Carl has also worked in exec-

utive roles with the province of Saskatchewan including Assistant Deputy Minister, Highways 

and Transportation, Executive Director, Agri-Food Equity Fund and Vice President, Agriculture 

Credit Corporation. Of note Carl started his work with the provincial government right here in 

Prince Albert, with the Forest Service (many years ago….) Carl holds a Masters in Business Ad-

ministration, University of Guelph, an Associate Degree in Administration from the University 

of Regina and a Forest Technician Diploma from Sir Sandford Fleming College in Ontario.  

Darryl Sande obtained a diploma in forest technology from the Northern Alberta Institute 

of Technology in 1989 and a BSc in Forest Business Management from the University of Al-

berta in 1998. Darryl is a Saskatchewan registered professional forester with over 35 years 

of experience in the forest industry in Alberta and Saskatchewan. Currently he is the Man-

ager of Forsite Consultant’s Forest Operations in Saskatchewan. Darryl’s career has provid-

ed him with experience in operational planning, supervising timber harvesting, silviculture 

planning and project management, managing a forest tree improvement program, coordi-

nating a corporate environmental management system and forest certification program, 

and exploring economical solutions to utilize harvesting residues.  

When the forest industry slowed 20 years ago, Darryl pursued another passion and started 

a general contracting company and spent 10 years in residential and commercial construc-

tion. Darryl served 16 years as a director on two local credit unions, has served 6 years on 

the council of the Association of Saskatchewan Forestry Professionals where he currently 

holds the position of President and is serving his second term as a trustee on the board of 

education with the Prince Albert Roman Catholic School Division. Darryl lives in Prince Al-

bert with his wife and teenage daughter. Their son currently attends Lethbridge College. 



Prince Albert & Region Forestry Forum 

March 19, 2025 

D. James Leier is a highly regarded and well-recognized champion of positive de-

velopment. James is a development strategist with an in-depth understanding of 

market assessments, impact analysis, economic development, planning, stake-

holder engagement, business development, project planning and development. 

He honed his expertise in finance, marketing, governance, and performance man-

agement in senior executive positions in the private sector. 

James is an award-winning development professional having held leadership roles 

at regional development agencies, in the agri-value industry, and through his own 

consulting firm Preferred Choice Development Strategists. He brings over 30 

years development expertise engaging over 500 companies during his economic 

development career and delivering strategic development services on over 175 

consulting assignments through his company Preferred Choice Development 

Strategists to clients across Canada. 

James and his wife Betty have three young adult children and a pet beagle. 

Albert Derocher was born and raised on the Flying Dust First Nation and has worked 

for his community for the last 34 years. His experience entails working with various 

business organizations, levels of government, non-profits and Indigenous institutions. 

For the majority of years he has worked for Indigenous People both provincially, re-

gionally and locally. He has worked for Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, 

Meadow Lake Tribal Council and the Flying Dust First Nation. He has witnessed the 

transformation of Indigenous communities as they grow and gain inclusion into main-

stream society. 

As a graduate of Palliser Campus in Business Administration, Albert has applied his 

skills and knowledge to help further Flying Dust First Nation (FDFN) Holdings Corp. He 

has worked for FDB Holdings (Flying Dust First Nation's Corporate Arm) as their Gen-

eral Manager for the past six years. He was the Economic Development Officer previ-

ous to that and had worked for FDFN for 17 years.  

In 2019 Albert became a partner in Indigenous Networking Consultants and is a partner and Chief Executive 

Officer of NewNation Developments Ltd. which was formed in 2020. Albert brings his business development 

knowledge and insight to Indigenous development and program services. 

Albert has applied his expertise to various projects for First Nations and other groups across Canada. Groups 

seeking project funding, development, and venture management expertise seek out Albert. He brings signifi-

cant site assessment, development, and investment experience. In 2022, Cando (Council for the Advancement 

of Native Development Officers) recognized Albert as Economic Developer of the Year.  

Moderators: 


